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Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

2 Bassoons

3 Clarinets in Bb

Bass Clarinet

Soprano Saxophone

Alto Saxophone

Tenor Saxophone

Baritone Saxophone

3 Trumpets in Bb

4 Hornsin F

2 Trombones

3" Trombone or Bass Trombone

Euphonium/Baritone

Tuba

Percussion 1: Bass Drum, Tam-tam, Marimba

Percussion 2: Snare Drum, Vibraphone, Splash Cymbal

Percussion 3: Crash Cymbals, Xylophone, Ratchet

Percussion 4: Car Horn, Whip, Vibraslap, Sleigh Bells,
Glockenspiel, Triangle



About 5 miles from my family home in rural West Virginia lies the house of George and Pam Farnham. In their
yard, next to the bright purple barn, is an impressive collection of Americana. A small but once workable Simpsons
roller coaster stands by statues of Yogi and Boo Boo Bear, a life size pterodactyl, and an elephantine apple the size of a
wrecking ball, among other assorted sculptures. Presiding over the lot stand four molded fiberglass colossi, each twenty
feet tall: a beer-drinking beach bum, a tattooed bikini babe, a friendly grocer, and the undisputed leader, a crowned King
Midas wielding an automobile muffler large enough to crush a small car. Thousands of statues like these (collectively
known as ‘muffler men’) popped up all across the US in the 60’s and 70’s, but very few remain, mostly in the hands of
collectors like the Farnhams. This march is dedicated to the Farnham Colossi, and to all muffler men, past and present.

This piece draws inspiration from classic circus marches, known as ‘screamers’, and I also owe a great debt to J. P.
Sousa, whose ‘Stars and Stripes Forever’ was a model for form and instrumentation. I intend no disrespect to the
Farnhams, the Midas Muffler Co., Sousa, or to anyone, and I hope the musicians and audience have as much fun with this
piece as I've had writing it.

Conductor’s notes:

At bar 110, as many flute players as possible should change to piccolo for the remainder of the piece, continuing
to read the same part, which will sound up an octave. From bars 119-150, the soprano saxophone may optionally
double the flute/piccolo line, in order for it to be audible above the rest of the ensemble; this will depend on how many
flutes and piccolos are on the line already, and is at the conductor’s discretion. Bar 167 creates the effect of a complete
trainwreck; the ‘drum major’ shouting in the percussion 1 part may optionally be given to some other band member,
perhaps one with experience as a drum major, but on no account have more than one voice on that part. Additionally,
for dramatic effect, the piccolo and flute players may stand during bars 119-150, and the trombones from bar 173 to the
end; this is, of course, entirely optional. In the last bar, the splash cymbal used should be quite small, 6’ - 8’ diameter if
possible.

-Walker Williams
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TURBO! (! = c. 145 or faster)
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