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Performance Notes:

In all three movements, the specific syllables used in the vocalise sections
are left to the discretion of the performer.

The Moon:

Throughout this movement, accidentals apply only to the note they
immediately precede. Both voice and piano can move freely, using the written
rhythms as a guideline more than a rule. The grace notes should be relaxed; at
no point should the music feel rushed.

Golden Leaves:

Starting in m. 33 and thereafter in the movement, the vocalist may choose
to add embellishments within the style, either in addition to or in place of those
written.

In the improvisatory section (mm 63-76) the vocalist and pianist may
improvise over the given chords, repeating the section several times, as desired;
the singer may sing the vocal cue line the first time and improvise thereafter, or
ignore the cue line entirely, at their discretion. Alternately, the singer may choose
not to improvise, and instead sing the vocal cue line, ignoring the repeat and
performing the section once only.

Starting in m. 110, for ease of performance, the vocalist may improvise
similar syllables, rather than adhering to those written.

-Walker Williams



Notes on the Text:

The intent of each poem is to capture the essence of an individual
moment as a textual sketch, capturing the scenery as well as the emotional state
of the speaker into a complete image. Each poem depicts a specific scene that
has some significance to me.

Black Mountain is a scene viewed from a lookout point in the Black
Mountains of North Carolina. The first real snow of winter blows a light dusting of
snow around, and the clouds cast deep shadows across the mountains and
valleys. The Moon was written during the 2016 snowstorm that dumped several
feet of snow on most of the area. Looking out my kitchen window over the gently
rolling snow cast in the light of the full moon, a sense of longing came over me,
like a memory from another lifetime. Golden Leaves recalls a walking meditation
where fall leaves fell like rain, as well as a particular maple tree whose leaves
danced in the wind, casting light and shadows on each other.

-Violet Wynn
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Three Mountain Songs for Mezzo-Soprano
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8 II. The Moon
Violet Wynn Walker Williams
; Tranquil and Serene (J =c. 56)
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III. Golden Leaves
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Violet Wynn Walker Williams
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